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Introduction 

The purpose of this document is to describe our philosophy and policies on language within our                

learning environment at Randolph Elementary School. At Randolph, we see language as            

fundamental to all learning because it permeates the entire curriculum. As such, we also              

believe all teachers are facilitators of language. Our language policy and practices, outlined             

below, emphasize the importance of culture, diversity and sensitivity towards others, which in             

turn, contributes to a cultivation of international mindedness. 

Randolph Elementary supports a culturally and linguistically diverse community of learners.           

Students come from a variety of backgrounds and have a variety of linguistic needs and               

abilities. 60.6% of our students are identified as through the county’s language office as English               

Language Learners (ELs). At Randolph, we believe this is one of our strengths and encourage               

students to appreciate the linguistic and cultural diversity of their peers. The table below shows               

the linguistic background of our learning community:  

Home Language Percentage of Randolph EL Population 

Amharic 13% 

Arabic 5% 

Bengali 7% 

Farsi 2% 

Nepali 3% 

Spanish  63% 

Tigrinya 3% 

Urdu 3% 

Burmese, Lao, Oromo, Russian, Tagalog, Twi, 
Vietnamese 

1% combined (1 to 2 speakers each) 
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Philosophy: Based upon Virginia Collier’s model of language acquisition, the philosophy of the             

Language program at Randolph can be visualized in Collier’s Prism Model (1994): 

 

Arlington Public Schools uses a collaborative, inclusive model of instruction for elementary            

English learners in the English Learners program. They receive their English Learner services by              

a certified English Learner teacher in a variety of ways. The table below shows the four possible                 

models of instructional delivery. In each of the models, students are learning the grade level               

content (language arts, mathematics, social studies, science, etc.) and are also acquiring the             

social and academic English proficiency they need to have success in school. 

Identification: Upon entrance to school, new students in Arlington Public Schools are evaluated             

and screened for any additional languages spoken in the home. Proficiency tests are used to               

measure a student’s competency or ability in understanding and using English. LEP, Limited             

English Proficiency, Plans are written. Students receive services in ESL, English as a Second              

Language, based on their proficiency levels. Phonemic awareness is measured in Kindergarten            

upon enrollment and progress is monitored throughout the year. Screening tests for            

Speech/Language are conducted for Kindergarteners. 

Elementary English Learner Instructional Delivery Models 
  Co-teach:  

In the co-teaching model, the classroom teacher and the English Learner teacher plan and teach               

the content together. The teachers share instructional responsibility, and are both involved in             

the teaching and assessing of students. The English Learner teacher addresses the language             

acquisition needs through differentiated instruction. This instruction gives the English Learners           

access to and understanding of the grade level standards. 
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Push-in:   

In the push-in model, the classroom teacher and the English Learner teacher share instructional              

responsibilities. The English Learner teacher works with small groups of English learners inside             

their grade level classroom, with a focus on English language development. This instruction             

gives the English learners access to and understanding of the grade level content. 

 

 

Pull-out:   

In the pull-out model, English language development instruction by the English Learner teacher             

takes place in small groups outside of the classroom. This intense instruction is often for short                

periods of time and can be in groups by English proficiency level or heterogeneous learning               

groups. Pull-out for one block per day is considered best practices for WIDA Levels 1 and 2                 

English Learners. 

  

 

Consult/Monitor:   

This model is for students who have reached English proficiency (WIDA Level 6 and “Proficient”)               

and may still need language support. It is provided by English Learner teachers meeting with               

classroom teachers to share scaffolded lesson plans, adapted texts, or other language supports. 

  

Student Achievement Goals 

The IB programs in Arlington Public Schools (APS) support the APS 2018-24 Strategic Plan vision               

and core values, which outlines attributes students are to develop to be life-long and successful               

learners. Students of all Arlington Public schools are expected to become stewards,            

collaborators and inclusive global citizens, all attributes that develop language learning.  

Language of Instruction  

Scope and Sequence: We follow the Virginia Standards of Learning as adopted by the              

Commonwealth of Virginia for English Language Arts. We also incorporate the WIDA English             

Development Standards. We have referenced the IB scope and sequence documents to ensure             

standards are consistent. 

Delivery of Instruction: Language instruction follows the Arlington Public Schools’ Workshop           

Model for reading and writing. Students engage in interactive read-alouds, guided reading,            

shared reading, independent reading, word work, and writing each day. While students are             

engaged in small group and independent work, teachers have opportunities for small group             

instruction and individual student reading and writing conferences. Resources selected for           
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language learning in the classroom are related to the current unit of inquiry. Additional              

support is provided to students who are grouped, flexibly, by ability. Early learners develop              

language through talk, play, shared stories, morning meetings and collaborative exploration.           

Primary learners continue developing skills through reading, researching, writing, and          

presenting and learning language, learning about language, and learning through language.  

 

General Education Support: The elements of the IB PYP and the IB Learner Profile are               

supported during additional language instruction. The conscious effort to connect the           

additional language curriculum with other parts of students’ academic lives opens doors to             

information and experiences, enriching their entire school and life experience. Classrooms have            

access to additional language books through online resources, see Appendix to Resource            

Catalog.  

 

English Learners: EL students receive English language instruction through collaboration          

between classroom teachers and the EL teacher on a schedule determined by the students’              

needs. Students receive services until proficiency levels are met. They are tested in February              

and LEP plans are revised as needed. Classroom teachers modify student work with support              

from the EL teacher as needed. Services are provided by push-in, pullout classes, co-teaching in               

the regular classroom, and/or consult/monitor. 

 

Speech/Language: Students may be referred by parents, teachers, and/or the school           

intervention team, for speech/language intervention or evaluation. Students may then receive           

speech/language services by a licensed speech/language pathologist on a schedule determined           

by the students' needs. Home language is considered when making decisions about eligibility to              

verify that there is a disorder present and not only a language difference. These services are                

provided until IEP (Individual Education Plan) goals and objectives are mastered or achieved at              

optimal levels. Speech/Language Pathologists also offer consultative services to classroom          

teachers, conduct hearing and speech/language screenings, and provide specific intervention          

and support to students identified as speech and/or language impaired. 

  

Non-verbal/Adaptive Devices: According to the American Speech-Language-Hearing       

Association (ASHA), augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) includes all forms of           

communication (other than oral speech) that are used to express thoughts, needs, wants, and              

ideas. Individuals with severe speech or language problems rely on AAC to supplement existing              

speech or replace speech that is not functional. If a student is severely deficient in his or her                  

oral communication, an AAC device may be considered. If referred for an AAC device, an               

assistive technology professional from Arlington County will provide an evaluation and           

collaborate with the team to determine an appropriate course of action as well as provide               

recommendations for the appropriate level and type of AAC support. 
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Continuous Learning 

With the belief that school culture is a manifestation of the relationships, beliefs and values of a                 

learning community. School culture shapes the ways members act and interact, and expresses             

the principles and values that underpin thinking and communicating. The language learning            

community reaches far beyond classroom walls, and we strive to provide continuous learning to              

every part of our learning community to ensure a strong school culture around language. 

Professional Development: All teaching staff is required to receive official IB PYP training.             

Throughout the year teachers receive ongoing site-based and district training in literacy and             

language support. An appendix, that exists as a living reflection of professional development             

for all staff to collaborate on, is provided to support this policy below. The lead teachers                

provide language instructional support to teams through weekly collaborative grade level           

meetings. EL teachers provide instructional and data support to grade level teams. PD             

opportunities are also offered each year to increase professional teaching knowledge, enhance            

skills, and stay current on educational research and practices.  1

The Learning Community: Professional development opportunities are extended to our          

learning community, including parents. Creating a multilingual learning environment is a           

collaborative process involving all members. Through collaborative meetings including the          

Parent Teacher Association (PTA), parent conferences, and Club de Madres we are able to              

provide support and receive suggestions on developing multilingualism. Using home and family            

languages in school supports students who are new to the language of instruction. It engages               

them quickly in learning by helping them to access their prior knowledge. Parents have a vital                

role to play as they discuss learning at home with students, deepening understandings across              

and beyond the programme of inquiry. This also enables connections among languages to             

develop. Additionally, at the beginning of every year, we ask students to help develop language               

essential agreements that may include: literacy stamina goals, agreeing to provide examples of             

literacy in home language, and sharing of cultural connections.  

 

Resources: We offer an expansive catalog of professional and student resources and library             

collections in the areas of literacy and multilingualism to support best practices in language              

development and also to ensure equity. A living appendix of these resources is provided below               

including: books, videos, and digital media are available for classroom use.  2

 

Ways to Support Home Language 

A full-time translator is provided for daily communication, parent-teacher conferences, and PTA            

1 Professional Development Catalog  
2 Resources Catalog  
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meetings for our largest home and family language group, Spanish. Efforts are ongoing to              

expand our collection of resources in multiple languages, home and family languages, and the              

addition of bilingual books and eBooks. Students whose primary language is not English will be               

supported and encouraged to continue to study and develop their home language by             

encouraging connections to curriculum and cultural awareness, celebrating cultural diversity,          

and planning for connections within units of inquiry. Opportunities are provided for students,             

parents, and community members to share their home language with the school. By providing              

Spanish classes and Spanish speaking peer groups, Spanish students use translanguaging to            

make meaningful connections and affirm their identities. Students are encouraged to share            

work in English and Spanish.  

Review: The language policy will be reviewed each year and revised as needed for the               

upcoming school year. The policy is available to the school community via the Randolph              

webpage and staff handbook. Additionally, the appendix will be a living document on the              

Randolph Universe, for staff to access and update throughout the school year with additional              

input from teachers, students and parents including updated resources and essential           

agreements.  
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Appendix 1 Professional Document Catalog  

Professional Development Offering  Summary  

SIOP Training  The Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol (SIOP) Model 
is a research-based and validated instructional model that 
has proven effective in addressing the academic needs of 
English learners throughout the United States. 

Collaborative Learning Teams  Teachers supporting an entire grade level, including EL, 
SPED, Reading Specialist and Math Coach meet multiple 
times a week to collaborate and support language 
development.  

Academic Choice  These are in-house professional learning sessions provided 
based on the need and feedback given from staff.  Session 
offerings have included: Supporting Striving Readers, 
Unlocking English Learners’ Potential, and Workshop Model 
101. 
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Appendix 2 Resources Catalog  

Resources Catalog  Summary  

Randolph Library The Randolph ES library collection contains about 10,560 
print books (including books in Spanish, Bengali, Arabic, 
Turkish, Chinese, Urdu, Vietnamese, Thai, and Korean)  and 
about 3,000 digital books (eBooks and audiobooks). 

Destiny Discover Destiny Discover can be accessed through the web browser 
or through the Destiny Discover app and provides access to 
thousands of  print and digital resources, including eBooks, 
audiobooks, and interactive books. 

MackinVIA MackinVIA is a digital content management system that 
provides Randolph easy access to eBooks, read-alongs, 
audiobooks, databases, and videos through the web browser 
or the MackinVIA app. 

APS Library Databases Randolph has access to 23 information databases, including 
Britannica School, Britannica Escolar, World Book Online, 
Enciclopedia Estudiantil Hallazgos, L’Encyclopedie 
Decouverte, Pebble Go Animals, Biographies, Social Studies, 
and Science.  For a complete listing of all APS information 
databases click here. 

Discovery Education Discovery Education is a website that provides 
standards-based digital content for K-12, including digital 
textbooks, multimedia content (including Spanish language 
material), and professional development. 

BrainPOP and BrainPOP Jr. BrainPOP is a group of educational websites with over 1,000 
short animated movies for students in grades K-12 including 
quizzes and related material that cover science, social 
studies, English, math, engineering and technology, health, 
and arts and music. 

Newsela Newsela is a subscription database that allows students to 
investigate news articles at their own pace and reading level. 

Reading Room/Book Room The Reading Room contains leveled materials and resources 
to support the ELA curriculum, the PYP units of inquiry, 
leveled literacy intervention, and EL students (Access for All 
reading collection). 

Classroom Libraries Each classroom library contains an extensive collection of 
leveled books organized by theme and reading level.  ELA 
has put an emphasis on diverse literature collections. 

Language Line  Provides 24/7 support to teachers needing language 
translation when communicating with families.  

 

https://www.apsva.us/library-services/databases/

