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Philosophy 

Assessment at Randolph is a critical element of the thoughtful, reflective, and effective support 
of student learning. Assessment should empower all members of the school community to 
evaluate knowledge acquisition, conceptual understanding, and skill mastery, as well as the 
development of the attitudes, motivation, and ability to apply knowledge, take action, and make 
the world a better place. Assessment includes, but is not limited to, measuring progress towards 
mastery of state standards of learning. 

Purpose 

The purpose of assessment at Randolph is to enhance teaching and learning through the 
evaluation of what students know, understand, and can do. All members of the learning 
community utilize assessment: students, teachers and administrators, and families. Self-
assessment and constructive feedback empowers students to set learning goals, reflect on 
progress, and determine actions necessary to achieve these. Assessment informs the work of 
Randolph’s Professional Learning Community (PLC).  Teachers and administrators analyze 
assessment data collaboratively to improve teaching and student learning. Assessment helps 
families understand their children’s progress towards learning goals, enabling them to support 
and extend their children’s growth and development. 

In order to achieve these purposes, assessment at Randolph should reflect clear and specific 
learning goals, success criteria, and connection to the learning process. In order to build a multi-
faceted picture of student learning, assessment should also be varied, including state, county and 
school-designed assessments. Assessment should occur before, during, and at the end of units, 
allowing teachers to tailor instruction to meet diverse student needs, design and implement 
interventions and extensions, plan for reteaching, and evaluate and report student progress. 
Assessment should be student centered and student driven. The focus of assessments should be 
student progress relative to established benchmarks and individual goals. Students should be 
active participants in both the development of assessments and the evaluation process. 
Assessments should be opportunities for students to reflect on and improve their learning. 
Assessment is most meaningful when embedded in authentic student learning activities that 
encourage real world applications, the ultimate goal of learning at Randolph.  

 
WHAT: Assessment of knowledge, skills, conceptual understandings  
Assessment is central to the Primary Years Programme (PYP) goal of thoughtfully and effectively 
supporting students through the acquisition of subject-specific knowledge and skills, the 
understanding of concepts and the development of approaches to learning. 
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Teachers ensure the criteria for assessment is known to students at the beginning of the inquiry.  
The criteria accommodate a wide range of knowledge, conceptual understandings and skills. They 
are revisited and modified during the course of the inquiry, ensuring that they also reflect 
emergent knowledge, understandings and skills.  In many instances, teachers and students will 
co-create learning goals and achievement indicators for assessment.   
 
Content Knowledge. First teachers identify content that supports the outcome of students 
development of international mindedness in conjunction with the Virginia Standards of Learning.  
Once this content is identified, teachers plan multiple opportunities for their students to develop 
knowledge, conceptual understanding and skills to support self-regulatory learning.  We assess 
knowledge of standards of learning, emphasizing topics that support international mindedness. 
 
When identifying content knowledge we:  

● identify linking concepts  
 

● align standards with the transdisciplinary theme  
 

● collaborate across disciplines to support student understanding  
 
Inquiry.  PYP assessment recognizes the importance of monitoring and documenting the process 
of inquiry. Through careful observation of the inquiry process, teachers monitor students’ ability 
to make connections across subjects and to apply skills to construct new knowledge. 
 
When monitoring and documenting student learning, the teacher considers: 

● the nature of students’ inquiry over time—observing for depth and breadth 
        

● students’ awareness that authentic challenges require solutions based on the integration 
of knowledge that spans and connects different subjects 
        

● students’ demonstration  and development of  subject knowledge 
        

● students’ application of their conceptual understandings to further their inquiries 
successfully 
        

● students’ demonstration and development of the approaches to learning 
        

● students’ demonstration of both independence and an ability to learn collaboratively.  
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Conceptual understanding and approaches to learning (ATLs). Monitoring, documenting and 
measuring conceptual understandings focus on how concepts are recalled, explained, applied 
and transferred through a range of learning experiences. Skills are monitored and documented 
for growth over time; they manifest at different points in time and in a variety of ways.   

When students gain conceptual understanding and acquire skills, the learning community sees: 

● students’ use of abstract concepts increases 

● students’ connections are made between multiple concepts to explore the central idea 

● students’  understandings are transferred to more complex contexts 

● students’ actions are informed and taken based on existing and new understandings of 
the central idea 

● students increase their depth of understanding through adding to, expanding on, testing 
and adjusting their ideas.          

 
HOW: Assessment tools and strategies to monitor, document, and measure learning 
Randolph teachers use a range of assessment tools and strategies throughout the learning 
process to establish a comprehensive picture of student progress and achievement over time. 
The chosen tools and strategies provide the learning community with accurate and accessible 
data on each student’s learning.  
  
Students are active participants in the assessment process. Learning goals are co-constructed by 
students and teachers. To ensure student engagement from beginning to end - essential 
agreements are created. 
 
Assessment is implemented through the following four dimensions: monitoring, documenting, 
measuring, and reporting. 
 

1. Monitoring  
a. Monitoring of learning occurs daily and aims to check students’ progress and 

adjust learning goals and success criteria 
b. Strategies: observation, questioning, reflection, discussing learning with 

peers/teachers, providing feedback and feedforward for next steps 
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c. Tools1 include but are not limited to open-ended tasks, written/oral assessments, 

portfolios 
 

2. Documenting 
a. Evidence of learning is compiled and shared with others to provide insight into 

learning and opportunities to reconnect with learning goals 
b. Strategies: variety of media forms (physical/digital), learning journals/stories, and 

portfolios 
c. Tools2 include but are not limited to: exemplars, checklists, rubrics, anecdotal 

records, portfolios 
 

3. Measuring 
a. Goal is to capture what a student has learned at a particular point in time and 

analyze the data to support evidence-based decision-making for learning and 
teaching 

b. To ensure shared understanding of criteria for success at all stages of the learning 
process, collaborative learning teams meet to consider further questions once 
documenting and measuring student data is complete. We ask: 

1. Do planned learning experiences allow for fair evaluation of the 
learning goals? 

2. What information do we learn from looking at a student’s 
performance?  What does it reveal about their level of 
understanding? 

3. Should the learning and teaching process and/or assessment 
design be modified? 

c. Tools and Strategies3: wide range of assessment tools/strategies to compile a  
comprehensive picture of student progress and achievement over time 

 
4. Reporting 

a. Informs the learning community about the progress, areas for growth and 
achievement in students’ learning. 

b. Tools and Strategies4: parent/teacher/student conferences, student-led 
conferences, reports, learning progressions 

Randolph Elementary Assessment Tools and Strategies 
 

1 Monitoring Tools Appendix 
2 Documenting Tools Appendix 
3 Measuring Tools and Strategies Appendix 
4 Reporting Tools and Strategies Appendix 
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Monitoring 
 

Tool Summary Grade Level(s) 

Student Portfolios  
(School)  

Student selected work from 
each unit of inquiry and 
reflection on learner profile 
attributes and skills.  

PK - 5 

Open-ended tasks 
(Classroom)  

PBLs, exit-tickets K-5 

Written Assessments 
(Classroom)  

Can be teacher directed or 
co-created  

K-5 

Oral Assessments  
(Classroom)  

Can be teacher directed or 
co-created  

K-5 

 
 
Documenting 
 

Tool Summary Grade Level(s) 

Exemplars Work samples evidencing 
learning 

K-5 

Checklists Lists to document the 
completion of assessment 
tasks or student work 

K-5 

Rubrics Assessment of levels of 
mastery of the component 
parts of learning tasks, with 
clear descriptions of the 
characteristics of the work 
associated with each 
component 

K-5 

Anecdotal records & 
Conference notes 

Notes and other records of 
observations of student work 
or student conferences 

K-5 
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Portfolios Collections of student work, 
often self-selected, to 
demonstrate learning 

K-5 

 
 
Measuring 
 

Tool Summary Grade Level(s) 

Virginia Standards of Learning 
Assessments (SOLs) 
(State requirement) 

Standardized tests that 
establish minimum 
expectations for what 
students should know and be 
able to do at the end of each 
grade or course in English, 
mathematics, science, 
history/social science and 
other subjects. 

Math 3-5 
Reading 3-5 
VA Studies 4 
Science 5 

Performance 
Based/Alternative 
Assessments 
(State requirement)  

Performance assessment 
measures subject-matter 
proficiency, requires students 
to apply the content and 
skills they have learned, and 
should present opportunities 
for students to demonstrate 
acquisition of the “Five C’s” – 
critical thinking, creativity, 
communication, 
collaboration and citizenship 
– described in the Board of 
Education’s Profile of a 
Virginia Graduate.  

Social Studies and Science 3 
Writing 5 

Power School Assessments 
(APS requirement) 

Assesses knowledge 
of/mastery grade level 
standards taught during each 
quarter 

Math 2-5 
Reading 3-5 

Phonological Awareness 
Literacy Screening (PALS) 
(State requirement) 

PALS assesses students 
ability/mastery of 
phonological awareness and 

K-5 (Fall) 
K-5 Identified students 
K-3 all  and 3-5 identified 
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reading skills students (End of Year) 

BAS (Benchmark Assessment 
System) 
(APS Requirement) 

Assesses a student’s 
instructional reading level 

K-5 (Fall)  All students 
K-5 (Winter) Students below 
grade level 
K-5 (Spring) All students 

COGAT 
(APS Requirement) 

 The Cognitive Abilities Test 
(CogAT) is a multiple-choice 
K-12 assessment that 
measures reasoning skills 
with different types of verbal, 
quantitative, and nonverbal 
questions.   

Grade 2- All Students 
Grade 5- Students not 
previously identified 
 

Elementary Math Assessment 
(APS Requirement) 

Assesses knowledge 
of/mastery grade level 
standards 

Beginning of year - 1 
Quarter 1 K-1 
Midyear K-1 
Quarter 3 K-1 
End of year K-1 

 
 
 
Reporting 
 

Tool Summary Grade Level(s) 

Parent/Teacher Conferences Held in Fall/Spring PreK-3 

Student-Led Conferences Held in Fall/Spring 4-5 

Standards Based Report 
Cards 

Based on Virginia Standards 
of Learning  

1-5: issued four times a year 
K: issued two times a year 

Progress Reports Based on Virginia Foundation 
Blocks for Early Learning: 
Comprehensive Standards for 
Four-Year-Olds  

PreK: issued twice a year 

Student Portfolios Shared with families during 
Parent/Teacher Conferences, 
Student-Led Conferences, 
and school-wide Celebration 

PreK-5 
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of Portfolios day  

 
 


